PERSONALITY	IQ3
One of the most important facts for educators to realize
is that however carefully they anatomize conduct in order
to find the causes of an action, they must when dealing
with the actor treat him as a personality, and the remedy
of even the small faults of conduct is to be found in some
remedial alteration of the personality and not in the
suppression of a fault. Thus though bitter aloes may—it
often does not—stop a child from nail-biting, the nervous-
ness of which the fault is the outward expression is certainly
not cured and will show itself in other ways.
By the growth of sentiment, the accumulation of ex-
perience and the training of the will, the child of un-
developed innate disposition, temperament and temper
grows into a man of definite personality known mainly to
himself through his desires, mainly to others through his
actions or his character which is described as personality in
action.
And herein lies the difference between the conduct of
the little child, tending to respond to every new stimulus
to interest and action, and that of the man with his organ-
ized system of sentiments and tastes, his mind enlarged
by experience gained in multitudinous ways and able to be
used in an infinite variety of circumstances, and a will
ready to respond.
It is true that psychic energy displays itself in various
ways and a man's conduct may appear to be without design,
but in reality, in normal people, conduct is motivated and
ordered and can, to a greater or less degree, be predicted.
The fact that we can as a rule with some certainty know in
advance what a friend will do or think is explained by his
personality which shapes his ends. The growth is, of
course, as slow as the growth of sentiment and knowledge,
and undoubtedly some people never develop as consistently
as others ; of them we say that they are irresponsible or of
weak character. Again, children with marked dispositions,
* original' children as they are sometimes called, develop

